








Winter Wonderland

By Mandy Dixon

By the time this article appears in
print, Christmas will be 6 weeks
away. Yes, many of us who carry
handbags will have started
compiling lists and they will be in
said bags. Oh, and in our heads,
computers and diaries!

When exactly do we women cross a
line where we move into continuous
planning for one season?

After the clocks go back and the
nights start to draw in?

Perhaps that’s when a secret
message triggers us to start
shopping, cooking, wrapping.

Orit could just be the avalanches
of glitter in shops and the landslide
of adverts on television giving us a
slight clue.

“The night is so popular,
for so many reasons”.

All that said, the festive season really
starts with the annual Ladies

Event - this year “Winter
Wonderland” on 7th December.

Don’t be caught out, you need to be
reaching for your purse as you read
this to buy a ticket. The nightis so
popular, for lots of reasons. We get
to try out the glittery dress for the first
time in December. (Note to self - sort
mine out because last years isn’t
going to fit!) It’s also a lovely, relaxing
night to bring our uchurched friends
to.

I’ve written about the evening a few
times now and attended lots. Over
the years I’ve folded napkins to go on
tables, decorated the trees, been on
stage, washed up until after midnight
and had to take my high heels off in
the kitchen. (Note - try out your shoes

before the night). Mostly though Allin the mix for a relaxing, fun

I’ve just turned up with friends and evening with the theme of

enjoyed the evening. Christmas threaded though.

It reminds me of a favourite Everyone who bakes a Christmas
Christmas cake recipe - familiar cake - (Confession time. John
quality ingredients each year, stirred makes the cake, | sort the turkey) -
together to bake a successful cake has a special ingredient to add that
every time. bit extra to the flavour. Lemon

zest? Brandy? Mixed spice?
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Our special ingredient for this event
is always going to be our guests -
filling the auditorium. Seeing
people who are not there every
Sunday is what makes the night.
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It can be a person’s first slice of real
church - (maybe taking the cake
theme too far).

Christmas Checklist -

i Winter Wonderland in diary -
7th December.

i Book hairdresser - (they get

busy!)

Buy tickets from 13th

November - £6 each.

Get cash to pay upfront.

Essential ingredients are all the Pray about who to ask - then

talented people who take part. go for it!

Remember Katy and Maddie singing I Bake your cake.

last year? Dancers, comedy - quite

a bit of dressing up too! Another

staple is the quiz - (can Jane W’s

table ever be beaten?) Carols, food

served by all the guys in their finery

and all tied together with a short talk

at the end brought to us last year by

Claire.
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‘It could be a person’s
first slice of real church
- (maybe taking the
cake theme too far"l)
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Easy Church and the
Ancient Art of Bashing On

One of my fellow members of

the Leeds University Christian
Union used to quote an eleventh
commandment: - “Thou Shalt Bash
On”. A genial Yorkshireman, he
ran a small study group, coped
with just about everything thrown
at him (sometimes literally), he
was “always there”, in the nicest
possible way. You could count on
John to turn up. John was a supreme
“basheron”.

More recently, I’ve been looking
for the verse in the bible that
reads “Keep Calm and Carry On”.

| can’t seem to find it. But | do see
plenty of characters for whom that
idea was not just a slogan on a
humorous mug.

Yet, when I’ve heard saints talk of
how tough and uncertain their lives
are, I’'m annoyed with myself for
not having any other advice than
“press on in faith”. It sounds trite,
and occasionally patronising, but

‘Notes from the

]oum QY’ - Rob Govier

it’s an answer that is very rarely

wrong. | can’t come up with rapid
| answers to their family, health,

or career challenges, as much as
I’d love to. | can certainly pray for
grace and blessing for them to walk
through things, but | can’t do it for
them, and there is no substitute
for pressing on in faith, not sight.
“Thou shalt bash on” is often

alien to us. After “Easy)et” comes
“EasyChurch”

It’s easy to blame the insidious
effect of contemporary culture,

but it’s probably a right analysis.
Forgive me for sounding like the
“things were better in my day” old
man that I’m slowly becoming. We
are surrounded by influences which
make us expect that everything will
be easy, simple, and convenient
and based around “Me”. Instant
communication, multiple choices,
over-stimulation. Indeed, even
some of our songs celebrate what
God does for me, rather than what
He is. The Ancient of Days is not

a course of life-enhancing vitamin
supplements, noris He Santa Claus
or Ronald McDonald. God is not a
“life-app” for an electronic gadget.
Now, compare and contrast with
“losing one’s life to find it”, and
“dying to self”, and the conflict is
obvious.

| can’t actually think
of any significant
bible characters

for which life was
easy. Equally, | can’t
think of any major
church leaders who
did not have to face
major challenge

in their lives, bashing on when it
would have been easy to quit. A
quick bible search of the key words
endurance and perseverance brings
up lots of exhortations. The ability
to endure and persevere is big on
God’s agenda, but seems small on
ours. We don’t sing songs about it.

| originally wrote this piece as an
encouragement to cell leaders, folks
who are on the front line in dealing
with those who are bewildered,
hurting, pressed by circumstances.
Having been in these counselling
situations myself, | know the feeling
of impotence, of inadequacy, often
of failure. To these situations | have
a radical proposal; that we look to
equip our members and ourselves
to endure well, to persevere, and

to find their support in faith in

God, rather than counselling and a
quick fix. None of us have instant
answers. But, as a start, I’d suggest
that we all take a deeper look at
faith and perseverance.

An application of “thou shalt bash
on” may breed saints who have
deeper roots into The Father, and
become strong, vigorous
faith-navigators. And we have

the heroes of faith, “co-bashers”
watching from the heavenly
grandstands. May God bless us and
reinforce us as we learn to endure
and persist with joy!
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Cornerstone

Jean Hasnip explains:

(AN Cormerstonez

Cornerstone is the only evangelical
Christian fostering agency in the
UK and is based in Thornaby. We
only recruit Christian carers, staff
and volunteers in keeping with our
evangelical Christian ethos.

Working as a team, they care for
children who have been placed in
Local Authority care. These children
have often experienced horrific
abuse: physical, emotional and
even sexual. Some are physically
disabled, others have learning
disabilities, and all of them have
faced rejection and feel unloved,
unwanted and unlovable. They long
to be part of a loving family but fear
that this will never happen. Their
past experiences have taught them
not to hope. Indeed, when these
children come to a Cornerstone
family they test their new parents to
the limit; being absolutely sure they
will be rejected yet again.

Life has taught them that they are
unworthy; they are unlovable — after
all that’s been their experience. The
children need a home ‘forever’ —
the very thing Cornerstone exists to
find.

We want to help more children

and we believe that loving these
children and allowing them to work
through all their hurt and pain
without the fear of rejection, is
something that we, as Christians,
can do. This is not an easy task, in
factit’s an extremely difficult thing
to do, but with wisdom, patience,
love and strength we can help these
hurting children to begin to change.

We want them to gradually
experience love and slowly begin
to see themselves as valued and
precious.

In recent years there has been a lot
of publicity about Catholic adoption
agencies closing and Christians
who want to foster or adopt being
turned down as carers. Throughout
this time, Cornerstone too was
facing challenges, but in January of
this year it was officially recognised
that we are acting lawfully and

can continue to operate according
to our Christian ethos and place
children with Christian carers.

Today Cornerstone is the only
evangelical Christian fostering
agency in the UK and we believe it
is right now to move forward and
to set up as an adoption agency.
With changes in the law, more and
more children who are in need of
a loving family are only available
for adoption. We want to help
those children to find the love and
security they need. We have always
supported our families to adopt
their foster children; now we want
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to offer ‘forever’ homes through
both fostering and adoption from
the outset.

We have valued the support of Tees
Valley Community Church over the
years. From our beginning in 1999,
many in the church have prayed for
us and others have become carers,
staff, or volunteers. Thank you for
your love and support.

So, in spite of
popular belief,
itis possible

as a Christian

to foster and
adoptin this
country and to
foster through a
Christian agency
— Cornerstone!
We look forward
to the future.
You could be
part of this
unfolding story. Please come and
talk to us and pick up a leaflet on
the Cornerstone stand on November
20th.

May the Lord richly bless and
encourage you as you move forward
in His service.

“The children need a
home ‘forever - the
very thing Cornerstone
exists to find”.
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Transform 2012
Equipped & Empowered

Great fellowship, fantastic family
atmosphere, inspiring teaching.
These were just some of the
comments from the 150 who went
from TVC Church to last year’s Salt
and Light church family camp in
Evesham. It only seems a few
months ago we returned from sunny
Evesham after a great week.

So will you come next year? | know
Saturday 28 July — Wednesday 1
August 2012 seems a long way off
— but booking forms are already
out, offering a great discount if
you book and pay before end of
November. There are 2 speakers
booked already. Malcolm Duncan
is currently Senior Pastor of Gold

Hill Baptist Church and has spoken
at several recent Salt and Light
events, including the European
Leaders Conferences. Those who
heard him gave a great report as
heis a lively and inspirational
teacher and preacher. In addition
Katherine Ruonala from Australia is
described as a prophetic evangelist
who is looking to see God perform
miracles, speak prophetically and
share God’s love with all.

There are activities planned for all
ages of children and youth. With
dedicated teams who always equip
and empower our youngsters to
learn more about God’s love and
His purposes for their lives. This

usually involves stories, silly
games, exciting worship, messy and
creative activities and the power of
the Holy Spirit. Expect to see your
children and youth transformed!

So when thinking and planning

for your family holidays consider
joining other church families for fun
and teaching whilst camping and
enjoying fellowship in Evesham.

We can’t guarantee the weather, but
can guarantee a great week.

Will you join us?
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BOOKSHOP CLEARANCE SALE

NOW ON!

To make way for a brand new selection of stock for the

Bookshop in the New Year.

Selling at reduced prices - Music, DVD’s,books, gifts, cards....and more!

Come and take a look!
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‘Beloved’ started out as a seed
planted by God in the hearts of

a few women of Middlesbrough
Community Church. Their heart to
honour the women of their area,
and to gather warriors for battle,
was something that drove ‘Created
for...” into existence!

The ‘Created for...” Team ‘blessed
the socks off’ the women of
Teesside with their massive
servant hearts and willingness to
sacrifice their time to put together
a pioneering Women’s conference,
that didn’t just pamper and
mollycoddle the wonderful ladies
that got involved but prepared them
for battle! (Although there’s always
room for a bit of pampering).

Five years on, ‘Created

for has become ‘Beloved’

and the leadership of the
event has been passed on

to a new team of women
equally as passionate about
Encounter, Learning and
Relationships. The ‘Beloved’
Team seek to connect women
with each other from all

over the country. Our heart is to
enable women to engage with
their God and their sisters in a way
that advances the kingdom and

“Our heart is to enable

women to engage with their

God and their sisters in a
way that advances the

Kingdom and glorifies God".

glorifies God, whilst encouraging
and supporting the people we are
surrounded by in our own worlds.

This year ‘Beloved 2011’ saw around

200 women spending the day
learning about the transformational
power of their Dad.

Held at the Oakwood

Centre and hosted by
Middlesbrough Community
Church, Beloved is growing
fast into ‘the Women’s
conference of the North
East’. Arianna Walker of
Mercy Ministries spoke to us
about freedom and how God
wants to remove the masks
we hide behind to reveal

his true creation. Along

with Anne Young speaking
on our Fathers family business of
transformation, and seminars from
some amazing women teaching on,
you guessed it, Freedom!

Worship was lead by Hannah

Clark and a team of passionate

worshippers and God spoke
through his daughters prophetically
throughout the day. There was a
prophetic wall and a prayer wall
in which Women could write down
what they felt God was saying to
them or what they wanted to say
to Him, and the Beloved team are
committed to praying for each
and every Women that shared this
wonderful day with us.

Beloved... ......

Some testimony from Beloved 2011.

“I came to Beloved this year with

no intention of meeting with God
because I thought it was going to
be hard and painful... How wrong
could | have been? He has been so
gentle with me, gently reminding
me of the freedom I have in Him
and the amazing family | am now
part of.”

“Thank You, I loved Today! It
helped me with a lot of issues
and | feel loved again. | am
excited to come back next year
and bring a friend.”

If you want to peruse some
photos, find out more about
Beloved or get yourselfin the
loop for future events go to
www.facebook.com/beloved.
conference or email beloved@
middlesbroughcommunitychurch.
org.
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The Grace Outpouring
by Roy Godwin and Dave
Roberts

Reviewed by Tony Gray

Ffald-y-Brenin is a Christian retreat
centre in Pembrokeshire in the
remote countryside of south-west
Wales. It is a place where, in recent
years, the presence of God and the
power of the Holy Spirit have been
experienced in remarkable ways.

The Grace Outpouring is the story
of what God has been doing
through prayers of blessing,
touching individuals, groups, the
local community and beyond.

It began when Roy Godwin, the
director, a man with a passion to
reach people with the message of
Jesus, expressed his frustration to
God at being ‘stuck’ in a Christian
Retreat Centre when he wanted

to be touching the lives of non-
believers. In answer to his prayer,
God began to bring people to him.
They would arrive asking what the
place was, hearing about Jesus,
being prayed over with a simple
blessing, encountering the Spirit
and being transformed!

Often visitors would be left in the
chapel meeting Jesus for hours
and emerging totally changed.

The chapel and later the whole of
the grounds, especially an area
close to a large cross they erected
overlooking the valley below,
became a ‘thin place’, as the
ancient Celts would say, a place
where the veil between the heavens
and the earth became thin.

Roy and his small team began to
understand that God wanted them
simply to release his blessing upon
people and the local area.

As Roy expresses it: “...we are

seeking to be part of the revelation

from the Father that His primary
desire is to bless those He created
in His image.” They saw that God
wanted them to bless before
condemning — to extend grace
before judgement, while not
compromising the seriousness of
sin.
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Roy Godwin and Dave Roberts

Having prayed God’s blessing over
people they would leave the Holy
Spirit to do the work.

“Often visitors would
be left in the chapel
meeting Jesus for

hours and emerging
totally changed”.

The local community began

to experience prosperity and
individuals and whole groups
continued to encounter the grace
of the Father, the redemptive love
of Jesus and the power of the
Holy Spirit. Non-believers were

Book Review

transformed and believers deeply
renewed and refreshed. There have
been many instances of dramatic
inner and physical healing.

Ffald-y-Brenin became a House of
Prayer as the team there settled
into a rhythm of blessing prayers.
Their influence began to reach
out beyond Pembrokeshire into
Wales and far beyond through the
Caleb Prayer, a simple Celtic style
blessing prayer — which was even
used at a Day of Repentance and
Reconciliation in Namibia! This
led to a vision of Houses of Prayer
throughout the UK and beyond

— groups of believers living with
simplicity and purity and praying
blessings upon their towns and
communities.

Doreen and | found this book
inspiring and provoking. It

has led us to explore more the
‘new-monasticism’ of the Caleb
Community. But whether you are
interested in this journey or simply
love to hear about what God is
doing today — even in remote
corners of Wales — read this book!

Editors note: Having read
the book whilst in India,

| can only endorse Tony’s
recommendation - it is

a testament to God’s
goodness, love and power.
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Christmas

CRAFT & GIFT T
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Come for a relaxing evening of Christmas
shopping followed by coffee and cake in

refresh
-
Stalls include: T

Tuesday 29th Nov
e Arts & Crafts ]
e Usbourne Books /pm-9pm
e Jewellery at the Oakwood Centre

e Just William - Jams & Chutneys
e Yankee Candle

e and many more



